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TO THE 


Worſhipful His MajxsT x' $ 

Juſtices of the Peace in and 
near the Pariſh of hite- 
chappel, in the Suburbs of 
the City of London, and in 

the County of Middleſex. 


May it pleaſe Your Worſhips, 


0K pious and lau- 
ES dable Zeal exerted 
nl againſt the Play- 
— Houſe, lately erect- 
4 in ; your N eighbourhood, en- 
courages. me to dedicate to You 
what I bave done for the ſame 


End, though in another Manner. 
Aud as J doubt not, but Tour 
PE 7, ok "A 


Endeavours . 
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DEDICATION. 


Endeavours are acceptable both 
to GOD and all good Men, 
and even to all thoſe, who can- 
not be ſupported in your Neigh- 
bourhood, but by Trade and In- 


duftry, and who dread the Con- 


ſequences of Idleneſs and Ex- 


travagaucy, eſpecially in theſe 
Parts; ſo if this ſmall Trea- 


tiſe is acceptable to Yourſelves, 


it will be a very great Satisfac- 
tion to _ 


Your Worſhips moſt Affectionate, 


And moſt Humble Servant, 


ARTHUR BEDPORD. 


2 TIA. TH 16. 


But ſhun profane aud. vain bab- 
lings; for they will increaje 
unto more ungodline 4 


WIE Erecting 910 a Play-Houſe in 

die Neighbourhood obliges me to 

I warn this Congregation of the 

great Evil and Danger in Frequent- 

= ing chem: Sa chat though there 

ME are many Vices in. Converſation, 

which this Text adviſeth us to 

avoid; I ſhall ar preſent only apply the fame to 

che publick Attings of the Stage in Comedies and 

Tragedies, and other Diverſions of the ſame Na- 

ture, and endeavour to ſhew, That we ought to 

/hun thoſe profane and vain bablings, ſince a long 

Experience um Tally es ns that #hey da 
increaſe unto more ung 

In order to this it may be theught requiſite, that 

prove theſe Diverſions: to be profane and 

vain babli But fince this is as evident, as that 

the Sun at Noon-Day; ſince none in this 

Age ray it, except. Perſons: of lewd Morals, 

and a reprobate Sen ſe, I think, the Matter too no- 


4 A SERMOM reached at 
| they would ſeriouſiy peruſe the View of the Immo 
2 5 and Profaneneſs of the Engliſh Stage, with the 


Senſe of Antiquity on this Argument (a). And alſo 
a ſmaller Treatiſe, entituled, A-Repreſentation of 
the Impiety and Immorality of the Engliſh Stage, 
with Reaſons for Putting a Stop thereto, and ſome 
Queſtions addreſs*d to thoſe, who frequent the Play- 
Houſes, or ſome others of thoſe many Treatiſe: 
which have been ſince publiſhed on the ſame Sub- 
jects; in the Perufal of which they may be fully 
ſatisfied, That the Miſbehaviour of the Stage, in 
Reſpect to Morality and Religion, is intolerable, 
and it doth far exceed the Examples of the for- 
mer, and even of the Heathen Ages and Poets, 
and the Liberties, which they take, are often offenſive 
4 to the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, whichplainly appears 
from their lewd and filthy Communication, their Swear- 
ing, Curſing, Blaſphemy, Profaneneſi, and lewd Ap. 
plication of Scripture; their Abuſe of the Clergy, to 
make the Religion, which they profeſs, vile an 
contemptible ; and alſo their Gig great Ch 
rutters to Libertines, or Perſons who ſcruple no 
Vice or Immorality, and Bringing them off with 
Honour and Succeſs. How a fine (5) Gentle- 
man is a whoring,” ſwearing, curſing, ſmutty, 
atheiſtical Man. Theſe Qualifications ferve to 

? compleat the Idea of Honour, and are the top 
Improvements of Fortune, and the diſtinguiſhing 
Glories of Birth and Breeding; and when all this 

is added to bold and daring Attempts after rich 
Fortunes, they are rewarded according to their 
Wilkes, and inſtruct the Audience how to carry 

on the ſame Intreagues to the Ruin of other Fami- 
ies. In ſhort, their Actions are chiefly deſigned 


e Jeremiah Collier. (3) Callicr's Fiew of the Stage, 
yz ATR wb 3590 oats iy OY 
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St. Butolph's Aldgate. 
to gratify ſuch Perſons, as are of vicious and de- 
bauched Principles, who fear not GOD, and re- 
gard not man; ſince it is generally from ſuch, that 
they have their Wealth. Hence it is, that their 
Poets ſeldom ſcruple to ſpeak Blaſphemy, rather 
than loſe a Fancy, and to affront their GOD, 
whilſt they adore their Miſtreſs. Hence it is, that 
they look upon the Regulating the Play-Houſes, and 
Keeping them within the Bounds of Modeſty and 
Religion, to' be the greateſt Perſecution, and 
which would in the End prove the Supprefling of 
them. For as they have given a juſt Scandal 
to good Men; fo if they had not ſuch Acts and 
. Expreſſions, which will pleaſe the bad, they muſt 
fall at once, and Neceſſity will compel them to take 
other Employments. + I ſhall not therefore ſpend 
any Time in Proving theſe Things to be profane 
and vain bablings, but endeavour to ſhew you the 
Reaſons which ſhould induce us to avoid them, 
and eſpecially that which is mentioned in the Text ; 
wen / if they are encouraged, they will increaſe un- 
to more ungodlineſs. ; 

To this End let us firſt conſider the Precept, 
and Examples of the Primitive Chriſtians. It is 
(c) very remarkable, that the ancient Fathers have 
ſpoken molt fully, againſt the Plays, which were 
uſed both in Rome and Greece; and, if we did quote 
all, which hath been ſaid by them upon this Subject, 
we muſt tranſcribe a great Part of their Works, 
ſince they have written particular Books, as well as 
Hlomilies or Sermons, upon this Occaſion. La#ftan- 

tius (4) wondered at Practice of the Heather 
Philoſophers, who were preſent at the Actings of 
ſuch publick Interludes, and ſaith, That becauſe 
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ſ Collier's View of the Stage, from Page 250 to Page 276. 
* (4 | tius, lib. 6. cap. 20. | 
they 
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5 the. World, whilft the Chriſtians in the — 


6 A SERMON preached at 


they, are the publick Allurements of Viges, and do /a 
effeftually prevail ta the Corrupting of Men's Minds, 
they "ug 2 to be ſuppreſſed ; eſpecially becauſe they are 
2 on unprofitable in Bringing us ta Heaven, but 
0 very pernicious in Sending us to Hell, And 

— 15 another Place he aſks this Queſtion, Ibo 
would net loat | upon that Man to be very wanton and 
wicked, wha did ſuffer ſuch As i in his own Houſe ? 
ay then he adds, That there is no Difference, 
whether we are guilty of Laſciviouſne/s alone at 
Home, or encourage is by Frequenting the ſame pub- 
liekly" in the: Theater. St. Cyprian ( 7 ) ſaith, That 
Adultery is learned, whilſt "Theſe things are ſeen ; 
and the chaſt Matron, who, goes 4o behold ſuc b 
Sights, returns Home with à corrupt and debauched 
Mind. Here (ſaith he) Wickedneſs is bebeld maſt 
willingly and with Delight. What then canuat ſuch 
Aions perſuade po 5h to do? And therefore he 
adviſeth us to conßder, Whether a Perſon. can be ei- 
ther innocent ar meer, who is preſent at l 
Things “? 
And as the 7 ) Primitive "Chriſtians did con- 
ſtantly urge the Neceſſity of Abſtaining from theſe 
Plays; ſo ſuch, as owned themſelves Chriſtians, did 
as conſcientouſly follow their Advice. They went not 
to the publick Games, nor frequented the Shows, 


which were made for the Diverſion and Entertain- 


ment of the People; and this was ſo publickly 
known that the Heathens charged it upon chem as 
a Crime. Cæcilius in Minutivs Falke. 9 2 

ins thus, That 4% Romans governed and 


timg were careful and . Gu: abſtgined From 


(e) LaRantius, lib. 6. co Mes 0 7 ) 8 in | Epi. 


/tolg ad DNonatum. (2 ) Dr. Cave's Primitive Chriſtianity, 


Bork 2, Chap. 2. Page 32. | ( * 34. Oxford Edition. 
| fuch 
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Kr. Butvlph's Aldpate. 7 
ſuch Pleaſures, they viſited not the Shows, nor were 
preſent at the Pomps. They frequented not the 7 75 
lick Feaſts, but abborred all ſuch Diverſions. This 
Octavius, the Chriſtian, granted to be true, when he 
pleaded their Defence, and ſaid in Anſwer to this 
Charge, That (i) ſince they were endued with Mode- 
ſty and Sobriety, they bad juſt Cauſe to abſtain from 
* evil Pleaſures, their Pomps and Shows, and 
to condemn them as hurtful Allurements. And he 
ives this Reaſon, becauſe in thoſe As and ſcenical 
epreſentations their filthy Communication is as great 
as their Madneſs, whilſt the Actors ſpeaking of 
Adulteries incite them, and the Stage-Players by De- 
ſeribing of Luſt do inflame their |, Dhag In ſhort, 
0 0 they thought, they could not be preſent at theſe 
ys without great Sin and Shame, without Af. 
fronting their Modeſty, and Offering a Diſtaſte and 
Horrour to their Minds. They look'd upon the 
publick Sports and Paſtimes of thoſe Days, as 
the Scenes not only of Folly and Lewdnefs, but 
of great Impiety and Idolatry, as Places where the 
Devil eminently ruled, and reckoned thoſe to be his 
Votaries, who went thither. 

And as they thought it a great Crime to be 
preſent at ſuch Sports; ſo they looked upon it 
as contrary to their Baptiſmal Now. At the Time 
when Perſons were baptized, they were (1) among 
others aſked theſe two Queſtions, Do? thou re- 
nounce the Devil, and all bis Works, Powers, and 
Services And doſt thou renounce the World, and all 
its Pomps and Pleaſures? And to each of theſe 
Queſtions the Party anſwered, ſaying, I do re- 
nounce them. And each of theſe Queſtions they 
ſuppoſed to be directly levelled againſt the Thea 

(i) Page 106. (4) Dr. Cave“ Primitive Chriftianity, Part 2. 
Chap. 2. Page 32. , , (1) Conſlitutiones Apoliclice, 446. 7. 
b. 42. pag. 993. 
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8 AS ERMON preached at 


ters. St. Cyril (n) unding the Word Pomps 
(che Word which we ſtill uſe in our Baptiſm, in a 
Queſtion of the ſame Nature) expreſly tells us, 
that thereby is meant The Sights and Sports of the 


publick Stage. Thoſe (u) pompous Spettacles, Plays, 


and ſcenical Repreſentations exhibited in the Roman 
and Grecian Theaters, which, becauſe they were 
fo lewd, cruel, and impious, it was an Tels Cuſ- 
tom for the primitive Biſhops and Fathers of the 
Church, in their Diſcourſes to the baptized Perſons, 
ſtrictly to enjoin them not to frequent, or ſo much 
as once to be preſent or ſeen at ſuch Places. 
They reckoned (o) all thoſe Pomps as Allurements 
to Vice, and thoſe e as ſo. many Synagogues of 
Satan, and conſequently, that by Renouncing the 
World and the Devil they alſo renounced them. Ac- 


cordingly Tertullian tells us (p) of a Chriſtian Mo- 


man, who, going to the Theater, was there poſſeſſed 
by the Devil 1 when the evil rank 45 

aſt ing out was asked, How be 7 upon 4 
Chriſtian? he preſently anſwered, I did but what 
was fit and juſt, for I found her upon my own 
Ground. Neither is this the only Inſtance, which 


m) us Hieroſolym. Catech. My. Vel. 1. Page 510. 
Dr. Bray on the Church-Catechiſm, Sect. 19. (o) It may 
may be obſerved from St. Cyril, that the Word Pompa is uſed to 
fignify the Acts of the Stage, the that is not its Meaning. 
It may alſo be obſerved, that the Ward was uſed in this Senſe both 
by Heathens and ' Chriſtians. The Heathen ix Minutius Fzlix 
charged the Chriſtians toith this pretended Crime, Non Pompis in- 
tereſtis; and the Chriſtians confefſed the Charge, ſaying, merits 
malis voluptatibus, & Pompis veſtris, & 8 is abſtinemus. 
And therefore as the Word Pomps is exprefly uſed in our Renuncia- 


tion at Baptiſm, and in our Church-Catechiſm ; as alſo we all 


and confirm the ſame in our own Perſons at Confirmation, and as t 
Merd is of 4 | 
take it according to the Senſe of a Greek Father, and not confine it 


 enly to the Sense, in which the Latins often uſed it. ) Lib. 


he 


4 S$5c4aculis, Page 701. Edit. Bafil 1562. 


Original; jo, I think, that there is Reaſon. to 
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he there — but he ſaith, chat there are other 


Examples | 9245 who, while they beld Communion 
with the. 


= Frequenting thoſo Shows, did at 
the ſame Time full away f lee th, And then 


he adds, For no Man can ſerve two Maſters. What 
Communion bath "Light with Darkneſs And what 
Felloteſbip hath | Life with Death? We ought (faith 
he) to hate thoſe Meetings and Aſſemblies of ' the 
Heathen, '' becauſe there the' Name of GOD is 
blaſphemed. . And after this he expoſtulates thus 
with thoſe in his Time, Do you doubt but that in 


the Minute, in which- you"'fhall be preſent at the 


Synagogue of Satan, all the' Angels do look down from 
won, and bebold every one who ſpeaks the Blaſ- 

„und who hears it, who lends a Tongue, and 
e nds an Eur to the Devil in be employed againſt 
GOD? Will you not therefore avoid that "Seat of 
the Enemies of CHRIST, that infeftions Chair, and 
that Air, tubich is polluged Wit fuch wicked and 
profane Di nee our mo- 


froulſe ? "And therefore 
dern Plays, which are acted in thoſe Houſes, are 
no leſs inferiour to the ancient Ones in Impi N 
LI: tan they are in She and Pomp; we 
fp ſe, that 7 thoſe: ancient Fathers, it they 
in our Days, would have exprefled their 
Rains n now, in the ſame Language which 
they did then. Since they have ſuch a malignant 
Influence u js Faith and Manners, (as it is Gon- 
ed almoſt all Perſons, and as it is generally 
complained- aha they have) may be reckon- 


dd among ce Werle of the Devil, as well as thoſe of 


former Ages, and therefore Hu not to be en- 
couraged by ſuch, who call themſelves Chriſtiaus. 
And ſince we alſo have been baptized, and have 
promiſed: to Re enounc? the Devil and all his Warkz, 
as well as the vain Pomps and Vanities of this wick- 
d World, aud * the [i . Luſts of the _ 4 
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10 4 SERMON preached at 
that we will not follow, nor be led hy them z wc 


ought, as they did, to conſider the Nature of our 


Baptiſinal Vow, and: (g) beware, leſt we break that 
4 1 0 which we ſo ſolemnly made with 04; 
That this is our preſent Caſe may be abun- 
dantly ſeen in many Books and Treatiſes, which 
have been printed on this Subject; among which 
I ſhall only mention one of the greateſt Rank 
among us, which is Archbiſhop Tillotſon, who in 
(r) one Sermon calls the Play-Houſe the Devili, 
Chapel, and the Schook-and. Kean of Lewane/; 
and Vice. And. in another (5) he faith, that be 
Plays do intrench upon natural Modeſty, and for that 
Reaſon are forbidden and condemned by the Cbriſtian 
Religion ;, and (as ibey are now ordered among u, 


are à mighty Reproacb to the Age and Nation. That 
they are intolerable, and not fit to be permitted in 4 


civilixed, much — &@ Chriſtian Natian, and that they 
do moſt notoriouſly, miniſter both to Infidelity and Vice. 
By the Profaneneſs. of them they are apt to inſtil bad 
Principles into the; Minds. of Men, and ito leſſen that 


Awe and Reverence, which all Men ought to bau- 


for GOD and Religion. And by their | Lewane/s 
they teach Vice, and are apt to infeft the Minds of 
Men, and diſpoſe them to lewd, and diſſoluts Practices. 
And therefore (as he adds) J dp not ſee botu an) 
Perſon, . pretending to; Sobriety and Virtue, and eſpc- 
cally to the- pure and holy Religion | of our bleſſed 


SAVIQUR, can witbout great Guilt, and apen Con- 
#radiftion to his boly Profeſſion, he 'preſent at ſuc 


lewd and immodeſt Plays, much | leſs frequent them, 
2s too many do, who" pet would tale it very. ill to be 


11, 


295 06 14 WY eq ner enn SOBEL . 
Ae ) Prov. ii. 17. se) A bis third Serman . 
Education of Children, Page 220, Fir/t Edition. V 
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r Butolph'r Aldgate. 11 
ſout out of the Communion of Chriſtians ; as "they 
would moſt certainly have been in the firſt and pureſt 
%%% 

now let us conſider the Reaſon, which the 
Apoſtle u in the Text. If we ſhould encou- 
rage this Evil, it will make Way for more: And, 
if we do nat un theſe profane and vain hablings, 
they will increaſe unto more ungodlineſs. In vain do 
we pretend to a Reformation of Manners and a Re- 
gulation of our Youth," when ſuch Temptations lie 
in their Way, which, if frequented, will certain- 
ly debauch them. In this "Caſe we muſt expect 
that Youth will follow what is moſt agreeable 
to their corrupt Inclinations 3 and whilſt rhe Temp- 
rations fre equally ſtrong on either Side, and t 
Heart of Man is fully ſet in him to do Evil, we 
cannot but expect, that the Conſequences hereof 
will be fatal to ſome, and that the Devil will not 
be wanting to make Uſe of ſuch Opportunities to 
tempt Men to Sin, until they are involved in eter- 
nal Deſtruction. The ſad Experience hereof made 
Menander, à Heathen Poet, to ſay, That evil Com- 
munications do corrupt good Manners; which was ſo 
certain and true, that it became a Proverb in Greece, 
and was afterward aſſented to by St. Paul, who 
inſerts the fame into the holy Scriptures with a 
particular Caution of his own, leſt we ſhould be 
deceived by ſuch Inſinuations. And therefore it 
may not be amiſs to ſuppoſe, that St. Paul, di- 
recting his Epiſtle to Timothy at Epheſus, where 
the Comedies of Ariſtophanes were frequently acted, 
might have a particular Reference to thefe Enor- 
mities, when he adviſed him ro fun profane and 
vain bablings, becauſe they. would increaſe unto more 
:ngodlineſs : And indeed we there find the Effects 
thereof, for (t) their Manners were looſe and pro. 

i (9 Stra bo Geogr. Hb. 14. pag. 4t 5 8 . 

B. 2 fligate, 
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Mig ate, anion and Heminate and they had an In- 


where they Could hardly be worſe, what 


and more particularly that the Plague may rot 


chem with Delight ſoon learn them, and \ierwanduſc 
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n in their common Diſcourſe, Let name «/ 
ours be thrifty. And if this was che Caſping Oy, 


racy muſt be expected in a Place profeſling Chrif:- 
n at buſt, forme (how. of Reli 


But it is not ene to ſpeak of the Increaſe 
of Ungodlineſa in general; and therefore [ſha]! 
mention ſome particular Vices, which ſeemg' in. a 
great Meaſure, to be the Effects of vur preſent 


Stage and their Atty 
The firſt is, The: Fan of GOD) Name 


by Swearing, Curſing, and 


creaſe of this Vice is moſt 'amazi 
that walks the Streets is ſure, that he ſhall not 
hear People calling upon GOD to damn and con 
ſometimes themſelves, and ſometimes others, 


them. pry wes 7 pre and intolerable Ex- 
amples of theſe Sorts in our modern Plays, 1 
have been fully expoſed dy later Authors; and 
theſe are ſpoken as Patterns "on the Bullies of che 
Age to imitate, The Diſappointments in Come 
Hes are never thought to be "Taſficiendly expreſs d. 

nor the Paſſions in Tragedies to be ſufficiently rais'd, 
until their Reſentments are mixed with ſuch helliſh 
Language. Neither ate they, contented with ſuch 
as are more Common, - becauſe it looks as if they had 
not Wit enough to affront GOD more elect. 
ally than their Neighbours ; but chey are daily 
invettting a continual Variety of this Nature, as 
if the Play-Honſe was only a Forge to hammer out 
new Pieces of Armour, whereby to rebel againſt 
GOD, and bid him Defiance. They who hear 


them in other Places; d thus like Perſons WT 
ny 0 
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13 
of the Plague (which often call for) 
catry the Infeftion from Place to Place, and 
it aner. t 
Aerubers are often tb Effects of the 
oel dur modern Trajrdies are de- 
0 ſhew the Succeſs of ſuch, who think their 
Wills to be a Law, who hecdor at. rel with, 
ht and deſtroy all before them. To theſe it is 
dr the Actors pay Reſpect, give ares great Ti- 
tles, admire. their 9 urage, and praiſe their a" 
inſtead: of —_ Si wh. Bloodſhed, 
urther, being ſhewn 
ee e bring ſheam ov 1 Sage, do by De 
1 
man. Such Perſons, — E the Heat of 
Youth, and are of a pro 
* 
lame Parts upon the World, 
and come oft with —— th Work 
are convinced of their Error, when perhaps it is 
too late. And it is very obſervable, that the great. 
eſt Perſecutions, hich were ever raiſed againſt the 
Cbriſtians, were began and carried on in Heat ben 
Rome, where they had their Theaters, and their 
Tragedies were moſt y acted. This made 
them more cruel and delight in Bloodſhed, inſo- 
much that, at laſt, the Martyrdom of the Saints be- 
came their Diverſion, and: Chriſtians were in Rea- 
„ 
ro make Paſtime for thoſe, who had pleaſed them 
ſclves | with fuch» Reſemblances. And ſmce the 
Reformation it is as remarkable, that the moſt dread- 
ful Perſecutions againſt the Proteſtants, and all their 
Deſigns to deſtroy our Religion, have either been 
begun, or, at leaſt, carried on and promoted 
chat City. This is the great , de , who thank 
been diverted by the e, Carnival. E 
es 3 
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4 bilees ;, and, as ſhe was addicted to ſuch Sports and 
| Paſtimes, it may be the leſs wondered at, chat 
it 
| 


| in all Ages ſhe hath made herſelf ſo dun with 
1. the Blood of the Saints And even, among bur 

{ ſelves, it will be difficult to 3 _ Inftance of a 
KW Challenge or a Duel, except SI whoſe 
Spirits have been warmed by beiky reſent at ſuch 


34 a Furnace, as this. But, having n fuch Fg: 
1 in jeſt, they loſe their Lives in carneſt. 

„ Thirdly, Adulteries and 'Whoredoms are hs com- 
bs! mon Effects of the Stage. In one of our” Play; 
11 (u) an Actor boaſts, that this Effect is ſo viſt 


in their Neighbourhood, that their Hearers can- 


* not fail of Opportunities ſor ſuch à Purpoſe. And 
1 indeed the notorious Immodeſty, both in Words 

1 and Actions, which ate there both heard and ſeen, 

1 the filthy Songs which ate there ſung, and the 

i Muſick — by the Compoſers with ſuch Notes, 

110 25 ul moſt a the Page, 8 are but as ſo many 


Temptations to Luſt, and ſerve only to inſtruct 

8 the Hearers, how to carry on their own filthy 
I Deſigns, that fo, at their Departure thence in a 
19 mix d Company, they may go (if poſſible) to a 
| worſe Place, and be the real 22 of what was 

thus repreſented. Neither do the Effects ſtop here. 
Theſe Songs ate taught to young Ladies to ſing, 
before they are ſenſible what they mean, and ſo 
the — pay for the Ruin of their own Chil- 
dren. Thus they learn Love- and fuch as are 
frequently intermix'd wich Smut, and even Mo- 
tives to Lu: Theſe they are obliged frequently 


» g#/- 


* 
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6 to repeat, before they can learn them, and the 
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St. Butolph's Aldgate. 15 
the greateſt Advantage; ſometimes by a frequent 
Repetition of the Words, ſometimes by Affecting 
Diviſions, and always by ſuch ſoft Notes, which, 
they too well know, will work upon that Paſſion. 
This of courſe makes them wanton, and ſo th 
think of Huſbands, before they are capab 
to chooſe for themſelves. Thus they are ſoon en- 
ſnared to gratify their Paſſions, by others who on- 
ly catch at their Fortunes; and are often tempt- 
ed to worſe Acts, which prove the Ruin of them- 
ſelves, and the Sorrow of their Parents. Thus 
our noble Science of Muſick is debaſed, and, like 
Cannon taken by the Enemy, is directly levelled 
againſt the firſt Proprietor. It was, at firſt, in- 
tended in the Church of GOD to ſet forth his 


e 


to us in our to Heaven; but, inſtead of this 
ancient Deſign, it is abuſed to his Diſhonour, and 
there is very little private Uſe made of it, un- 
leſs it is to debauch Men's Morals, to heighten 
their Luſts, and ſend them directly into the 
Road to Hell. Good Men may wiſh, and pray, 
and endeavour for a Regulation; but it muſt be 
an over-ruling Providence which can effect it, 
and to him alone in ſuch a Caſe myſt the Glory be 

ven. mY 

Fourthly, Tdleneſs is the common Effect of the 
Stage. It is with great Difficulty, that Youth are 
kept to Labour and Induſtry ; and therefore all 
Temprations to the contrary are prejudicial. Bur, 
when ſuch leave their Callings to go to the Plays, 
it is but ſeldom; that the Maſters have any Cam- 


SD OP „ RW TP TMFo & he Toy 


8 RN * 


a ſtrange Inclination to go thither again and again; 
and ſo all neceſſury Buſineſs ſhall be neglected to 
gratify their Fancy. Beſides, it is uſually late, 
before the Plays are ended, and, if the Company 


4 


* 
= 


Glory both 42 and private, and be a Help 
ow, 


mand of” thoſe who are under them. They have 


* > — —-—— — — — — -—- 
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is large, the Heat of the Place will make then iſ 
thirſty. This expoſeth them to go to Taverns and | 
Alebouſes, and then it is ſo much the later, before 
they return, Home. By this Means Familjes are 
diſordered, and forced to keep unſcaſonable Hours, 
and therefore they cannot be 1a early about their 
lawful Callings. After chis, ſuch, Youth chin! 
themſelves too good to be confined, and grow weary 
of the Station, in which GOD hath placed them. 
Thus the Principles of Idleneſs and Extravagancy 
are ſtrangely infuſed into ſuch People, as reſort to 
theſe Places, which often tend to their utter Ruin. 
This may be an Argument to perſuade all Tradet- 
men and Shopkeepers to reſtrain their | Children, 
Servants, and Apprentices. If they are ſuffered to 
go thither, they will be apt to frequent them; 
and, if they have no Money of their own for ſuch 
a Purpoſe, they will be apt, as Occaſion requires, 
to ſteal it from their Parents and Maſters, which Bl 
being done by little and little, it may be long 
before it is miſſed in the Way of Trade, and after 
chat it will be impoſſible to know how much they 
have been ire, g d deni ie by 
Fifthly, Contempt of all Religion is too often 
the Effect of the Stage. As ſuch Perſons ſeldom i 
ſcruple to ſpeak the moſt horrid Blaſphemies, as a 
Diverſion and Entertainment to their Company; o 
we cannot expect, that they, who are delighted with 
ſuch Things, can be reckoned Men, who have any 
Senſe of the Honour of GOD, or Fear of his Judz- 
ments. Nothing is more common here for ſuch, 
than to affront, their Maker, and make a Goddei: I 
of their Miſtreſs, to think. of no Heaven, except 
in her . and no Hell, hut to be kept 
from her. This and much more, Which one would = 
tremble to relate, is the Language of the \Play- 
Houſe, and indeed ſome. of the beſt. An Author 


n 
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$8. Butolph's Aldpate. . 7 
in the latter End (x) of the laſt Century, ſpeak- 
ing of this (y) Subject, quotes out of the print- 
Plays, then extant, ſeveral Examples, where 
(Z) the Service of GOD in a Church and Pray- 
er is ridiculed, where they (a) ſwear by Maho- 
met, (b) contemn even Heaven itſelf, and (c) give 
the Preference to a Turkiſh Paradiſe ; where (4) 
they make à Jeſt of their Baptiſmal Vow, where 
(e) they look upon Providence to be a ridiculous 
Superſtition, and affirm, (f) that none but Block- 
heads pretend to Religion. In one of their Plays, 
(like Lucian and Celſus, they deride the Reſur- 
rection. One (5) ſpeaks againſt the wn wb 5-24 
of the Soul, and (i) another brings in a lewd HA. 
ſian Proverb for Authority, in Contempt of the 
boly Scriptures. All this was in the Infancy of 
this Impiety, which is now grown up to a Mon- 
ſter. Since this we have had the Devil (t) directly 
owned as a. GOD, in Defiance of the firſt Com- 
mandment, be is called (1!) a more than mortal 
Power; and the Inference is, that it is a Raſb- 
no and Folly to reſiſt him, not without a profane 
Alluſion to that Text of Scripture, (n Thou ſhalt 
act tempt the LORD thy GOD. Here we have 
(x) A ſhort View of the Profuneneſo and Immorality of the 
Engliſb Stage, by Jeremiah Collier h fff Edition whereof was 
avout the Year 1686. (% A ſhort View of the Stage, Chap. 2. 
Page 56, S. - (2) Page G *{#) Page 61. (4) Page 81. 
( Page 61. (d) Page 63. (e] Page 8%: ) Page 78, and 


147-. ( Page 66. ( Page 68. (a) Page 67: ( Thur 
an Attor KL to the Devil in p Be? nchanters, in order its 
Sti bis private Revenge. Page 12. Line 2. 


dee it perfotm'd=———and thou ſhalt be, 
Dire Inſtrument of Hell, a God to me. 


(/) The Eritiſi Enchanters, Page 16. Line 2. 
' Forbear, raſn Mortal, give thy Frenzy o'er 5 
For no thou tempt'ſt a more than mortal Power, 
, Deut. vi. 16. Matth. iv; 7 1 ; 
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18 A SERMON preached at 


the (9 Eternity, the Omnipreſence, the Wiſdom 
and Knowledge, the Goodneſs, the Truth, and 
the Vengeance of GOD, in plain Engliſh, attr:- 
buted to the Devil, Accordingly he is frequent- 
ty gran to, and mentioned inſtead of GOD, in 

ir ſerious - Ejaculations. In one (o 1 


there is a Song directly in Praiſe of the Devi“, 


and the (p) Salutation of our SAVIOUR to his 
Apoſtles after his Reſurrection, and of | (q) the An- 


| ge! to the Virgin Mary, is not only in r] ano- 


r Place put into the Mouth of a Witch; but 
here it is given as a Compliment to theſe Powers be- 
neath, who are there repreſented as altering the 
divine Decrees; and it is farther added, that the 
Mors, wherever they come, do in this Manner 
provoke the Divine Juſtice, and dare 5 


{n). See the Book intituled, A ſerious Remonſtrance in Behalf of 
the Chriſtian Religion, againſt the horrid * and Impie- 
ties, which are till uſed in the Exgliſb Play-Houſes, to the great 
Diſhonour of Almighty GOD, — in Contempt of the Statutes 


of this / Realin, particularly Chap. 7. or, The Divine Attributes 
_ aſcribed to the be 


vil on the Stage, Page 76 to Page 90. (0) The 
Metamorphoſis, Page 14. eben — 
Hail, Powers beneath, whoſe Influence imparts 
The Knowledge of infernkl Arts; 
Mc By whoſe unerring Gifts we move 
o alter the Decrees above, 
Whether on Earth, or Seas, or Air, 
The mighty Miracle we dare. 


"That is, Wherever the Afors come, they ſet the great GOD / 
Heaven at Defiance, provoke him to enter into Judgment, and ever 
dare him to ao his wort. Hit i but the third Part of the Song, 
which concludes with invoking the Hep „and craving the Aſſiſtonc 
of theſe infer nal Powers ; but 1 ſuppoſe that the Reader doth not d*/ir! 
that I ſkould tranſcribe any more, fince, if GOD ſhould enter int 
Fudgment, all the Blood of the Nation is nut ſufficient to atone il 
zhis. Matth. xxvili. 9. „I Luke i, 28. (]) Mack 
beth, Page 4. Lins 34, 35, 36. and Page 53. Lias 9, 10, 11, 15: 
The Ward is Hail, which is now grown ob/ulate and out of Uſe, ani 
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St. Butolph's Aldgate. 19 
GOD of Heaven to do his worſt. In () a 
late Play, frequently acted, the Devil is expreſ- 
ly ſaid to be @ very modeſt Perſon, with other Ex- 
reſſions, too vile to be mentioned in this Place. 
in the Old Teſtament we are ſtrictly charged (. 
not to ſuffer a witch to live, and in the New (u 
Witchcraft is mentioned as the works of the fleſb, 
and that they, who do ſuch things, cannot inherit the 
kingdom of GOD. In a Play, very frequently 
acted at this Time, we have (x) Muſict, and (y) 
Songs, and (⁊ Dances for Witches ; they enter (a) 


flying upon the Stage, and (b go off again in 


the fame Manner, and (c) a whole Train of 
Witchcraft is imitated. In their Diſcourſe (d) 
they talk of commanding the Winds, and ma- 
king foul Weather to the Diſtreſs of Mariners, 
and Revenge of themſelves. In one of their Songs 
they give us an Account (e) of their merry Way 
of Living, and that () all Things go fair for their 
Delight ; and after that (g) they mals com- 
mend Witcheraft, in a large Song for that Pur- 
e Wl 


pole, 


others are come up inflead of it; ſo that on aur preſent Stage, it 
bath neither Wit nor Senſe, but as it is a profane Burleſquing of 
the ſacred Scriptures. (s) The Recruiting Officer, e 
0. Line 32. Look ye, fair Lady, the Devil is a very modeſt 
erſon, he ſeeks no Body, unleſs they ſeek him firſt ; beſides, 
he is chain'd up like a Maſtiff, and cannot ſtir, unleſs he is let 
iooſe. This Expreſſion makes the Petition very impertinent, which 


Our SAVIOUR hath commanded us to 77 Lead us not into 


temptation, but deliver us from the evil; and gives the Lie to 


p. 44. . 9. \ 22. 14. 
(bid. p, 41, Kc. A 4. Scene 1. (4) Ibid. p. 3. J. 23. 


| 


— 
= AR —_—__ 


- 
_ — — 
. mes Ai... 
— — 2 


- N - — 


—— 


5 * I. 
= 
U Io oor 
——— —e—e—ẽ 


„ 
—— 


— * 
vr -» Sas oa 4 
— — . - N * 

— —— 0 = - 
—— . „ SP fe I ON 4 

— * 
n — —— 
wy w” TT. OO” : n ** 
_ — > — ————_ — 


— — 


* — = — — 
9 —ẽw—ꝛ x — wu — * — — 


there is a Song directly in Praiſe of t 
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the (») Eternity, the Omnipreſence, the Wiſden: 
and Knowledge, the Goodneſs, the Truth, and 
the Vengeance of GOD, in plain Engliſh, attri- 
buted to the Devil. Accordingly he is frequent- 
. pray'd to, and mentioned in of GOD, in 
ir ſerious Ejaculations. In one 9 Comec, 

Cc Devil, 

and the (p) Salutation of our SAVIOUR to his 
Apoſiles after his Reſurrection, and of | (q) the An- 


ge! to the Virgin Mary, is not only in (r] ano- 


r Place put into the Mouth of a Witch; but 
here it is given as a Compliment to theſe Powers be. 
neath, who are there repreſented as altering the 
divine Decrees ; and it. is farther added, that the 
Attors, wherever they come, do in this Manner 
provoke the Divine Juſtice, and dare _—_ 


(n). See the Book intituled, A ſerious Remonſtrance in Behalf of 
the Chriſtian Religion, againſt the horrid Blaſphemies and Impic- 
ties, which are ſtill uſed in the Engliſb Play-Houſes, to the great 

Diſhonour of Almighty GOD, and in Contempt of the Statutcs 


of this / Realm, particularly Chap. 7. or, The Divine Attributes 
aſcribed to the te 


vil on the Stage, Page 76 to Page 90. (0) The 
Metamorphoſis, Page 14. en 


Hail, Powers beneath, whoſe Influence imparts 
The Knowledge of infernal Arts; | 

| BY whoſe unerring Gifts we move 

To alter the Decrees above, 

Whether on Earth, or Seas, or Air, 

The mighty Miracle we dare. 


"That is, Wherever the Afors come, they ſet the great GOD f i 
Heaven" at Defiance, provoke him to enter into Judgment, and cr 
dare bim to ao his wor. This is but the third Part 4 the Song, 

which concludes with invoking the Help, and craving t anc 
of” theſe infernal Powers 3 but ] ſuppoſe that the Reader doth not dein 
that I ſhould tranſcribe any more, fince, if GOD ſhould enter in 
Judgment, all the Bluad of the Nation is nut ſufficient to atone /s 
this. % Matth. xxvili. 9. 1 Luke i. 28. (er] Mack. 
beth, Page 4. Lins 34, 35, 36. and Page 5. Lins 9, 10, 11, 15: 
The Word is Hail, wbich is now grown al ſaluite and out of | Uſe, ani 


e181 | * ot ber. 


„. , 17 and 23. (2) Ibid 
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GOD of Heaven to do his worſt. In (5) a 
late Play, frequently acted, the Devil is expreſ- 
ly ſaid to be @ very modeſt Perſon, with other Ex- 
reſſions, too vile to be mentioned in this Place. 

n the Old Teſtament we are ſtrictly charged (t) 
not to ſuffer a witch to live, and in the New (u 
Witchcraft is mentioned as the works of the fleſh, 
and that they, <who do ſuch things, cannot inherit the 
tingdom of GOD. In a Play, very frequently 


acted at this Time, we have (x) Mujick, and (y) 


Songs, and (2 Dances for Witches ; they enter (a) 


flying upon the Stage, and (b) go off again in 


the ſame Manner, and (c) a whole Train of 
Witchcraft is imitated. In their Diſcourſe (4) 
they talk of commanding the Winds, and ma- 
king foul Weather to the Diſtreſs of Mariners, 

and Revenge of themſelves. In one of their Songs 
they give us an Account (e) of their merry Way 
of Living, and that (F) all Things go fair for their 
Delight ; and after that (g) they ſolemnly com- 
mend Witchcraft, in a large Song for that Pur- 


C 2 pole, 


others are come up inflead of it; fo that on aur preſent Stage, it 
bath neither Wit nor Senſe, but as it is a profane Burleſquing of 
the ſacred Scriptures. (s) The Recruiting Officer, „ 
o. Line 32. Look ye, fair Lady, the Devil is a very modeſt 
erſon, he ſeeks no Body, unleſs they ſeek him firſt ; beſides, 
he is chain'd up like a Maſtiff, and cannot ſtir, unleſs he is let 
looſe. This Expreſſion makes the Petition very impertinent, which 


Our SAVIOUR hath commanded us to wi, Lead us not into 


temptation, but deliver us from the evil; and gives the Lie to 
the * of St. Peter, 1 Epiſt. v. 8. Be ſober, be vigilant; 
becauſe your adverſary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about 
iceking whom he may devgur. (t) Exod. xxii. 18. () 
Cal. v. 19, 20. (x) Mackbeth, Page 39. J. 38. and p. 44- 
= 9: (3) Ibid. p. 24. J. 32. p. 25. J. 19. pe. 39- J. 38. p. 
| 7 25. J. 19. p. 26. J. 6. and 
4. 9. (a) Ibid. p. 3. J. 22. (b) Page 1. J. 14. 
bid. p, 41, Kc. AF 4. Scene 1. (4) Ibid. p. 3. 4. 23. 
18 =_ p. 25. 1.19, (/) Ibid. p. 40. 4.18. (2) Ibid: 
f- 40. J 23. | , | | 
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poſe. From this Play we may ſee what Freedom 
they take on all Occaſions with the /acred Scri;- 
jures, In theſe Books we are told, (+) that it i; 
the glorious GOD, who mates a decree for th: 
rain, and a way for the lightning and the thu. 
der, and (i) brings the winds out of bis trea- 
ures. Here we have theſe Things repreſented a; 
(&) raifed by Devils, and alſo (4) by Hutches, and 
their Diverting themſelves at ſuch a Time. Th: 
Scriptures, ſpeaking of the Glory of GOD, fay, 
(n) That be maketh the clouds bis chariot, and 
cwalketh. upon the wings of the. wind. And a like 
Expreſſion is uſed by an Actreſs on the Stage, 


Oh, what a dainty Pleaſure's this, 
To fail ich“ Air, | 
Whilſt the Moon ſhines fair, 
To fing, to toy, to dance, and kiſs ! 
Over Woods, high Rocks, and Mountains, 
Over Hilla, and mighty Fountains, | 
Over Steeples, Towers, and Turrets 
We fly by Night mongſt Troops of Spirits. 
No Rings of Bells to our Ears ſounds; 
No Howls of Wolves nor Yelps of Hounds : 
No nor the Noiſe of Water's Breach, | 
Nor Cannons Throats our Heights. can reach, 


From all the deceits of, the world, the fleſh, and the devil, 
Good LORD deliver us. {+4) Job xxviii. 26. Pfal. xviii. 11, 
12, 13, 14, Pal. xxix. 3. (i] Pal. cxxxv. 7. Y Ri- 
naldo, p. 45- J. 23. The Britiſh Enchanters, p. 16. J. 19. p. 33. 
J) Mackbeth, p. 1. Ad 1. Seen 
1, and p. 3. J. 21. Where Showers are added, and the Witch: 


deal thus one to another, 


| When ſhall we three meet again, 


In Lightning, Thunder, and in Rain. 
Fe £364 Fi * 
whe: 
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when ſhe ſpeaks of (u) the Devil, fitting in a fog- 
gy Cloud at the ſame Time. And to add but one 
Inſtance more, The (o) Words of the LORD, 
itting upon his throne, are put into ) the Mouth 
of the Devil, that he may vie with him upon the 
like Occafion, when he fpeaks to his Witches, as 
the bleſſed GOD did to his holy Angels. In 
ſhort, we have Reaſon to believe, that the con- 
ſtant Ridiculing, Burleſquing, and Expoſing the 
ſacred Scriptures with ſuch a general Approbation 
from the Audience, is a great Reaſon of the In- 
fidelity of the preſent Age ; and hath made others ſo 
bold, as to treat the Prophecies of the Old Teſta- 
ment, and the Miracles of Our SAVIOUR in the 
New,with ſuch Scorn and Contempt, and as Cheats 
and Impoſtors, the like whereof cannot be met 
with ſince the Creation of the World: For he, 


who 


{n) Mackbeth, Pag. 39. line penu/t. 


Hark ! I am call'd, my little Spirit (ſee) 
Sits in a foggy Cloud, and ſtays for me. 


(% The Prophet Micaiah deſcribes the Majeſty of GOD in this 
Manner, 1 Kings xxit. 19, 20, 2, 22.1 ſaw the LORD fitting on 
his throne, and all the hoſt of heaven ſtanding by him on his 
right hand and on his left. And the LORD faid, Who ſhall 
perſuade Ahab, that he may go and fall at Ramoth Gilead ? And 
there came forth a ſpirit and ſtood before the LORD, and ſaid, 
I will perſuade him. And the LORD ſaid unto him, Where- 
with? And he faith, I will go forth, and I will be a lying ſpirit 
in the mouth of all his prophets. And he ſaid, Thou ſhalt per- 
ſuade him, and prevail alſo. Go forth, and do ſo. (p) in 
Mackbeth, Page 38. Line 34. the Devil thus ſpeaks to bis Witches. 


II ſhall, e're Night, 

| Raiſe from the Center ſuch a Spright, 

As by the Strengh of his Illufion E 
Shall draw Mackbeth to his Confuſion, 


For the ſame Purpoſe; they utter three ambiguous Prophecies 12 
nale him bold; Page 43. Line 6, 9, and 17, which, being taken in @ 
wrong Senſe, was the Cauſe of his Deftruttion, and 44 greater 
g R Reputation 
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who will read but a few Pages in theſe printed 
Books, may ſoon perceive, that they are the per- 
fect Imitators of the Play-Houſe Language. | 

Laſtiy, It is a Queſtion, how far the Stage hath en- 
couraged even the frequent Robberies on the Roads, 
and in the Streets. There is ſomething new and 
ſurprizing, which offers it-ſelf on this Head. In a 
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own themſelves to be common (rj Whores, and ſeem 
to glory in their ſbame; and, to ſupply their Neceſſi- 
ties, they take to (5) Picking of Pockets and me 
lifring, and (7) the Men are for Robbing on the 
Highway. Here we have (2) Methods chalked 
out to train up Perſons to Stealing. Here we have 


i late Play, which hath had a prodigious Run, to 
| i the Scandal of this Nation, we have a (q) Crew e, 
19 Beggars, made ſo by their own Vices and Extrava- 
Wt gancies. The Women, without any Senſe of Decency, i 


4 ſj (x) Picking of Pockets encouraged, Highway 
15 Robberies pleaded for both in ()) Proſe and E 
In in Verſe, with (a) Methods for Intelligence, and 
BY <(b) Murders allowed in ſuch Caſes. Here we have 
" Wb alſo a (c) Toleration for Going off with the Goods 
Be of the honeſt Tradeſman. Here the Laws, which 
nt are made in ſuch Caſes, are (4) expoſed. Here 
4 1 / we have (e) the Courtiers, and ( f) Court Ladies 
Y a 0 Reputation to the Oracles of the Devil, See Page 59. Line 25. for 
118 the two firſt, and Line 17. for the other. 
4 From the crafts and aſſaults of the devil, from thy wrath and 
i yl } from everlaſting damnation, | g 
137 . © Good LORD deliver uu. - 
1 - (4) The Beggars Opera Drama. (i) Page 30. line 26, an! Wl 
1 30. p. 31. J. 7, 12, 19, 21 and 23. ( Page 29 and 30. Wl 
. (t) Page 24, 25 and 26. (u) Page 2. line 31; and p. 9. J. 7. 3 


x) Page 8. line 13. p. 30. J. 15. Page 24, throughout. 
8 Page 26. J. 31. (a) Page 25. 15 05 Page 5. . 
14 and 22. (c) Page 30. J. 1, 5, 8. (4) Page 24. L 17. 

e Page 21. l. 11. p. 24. J. 27. P. 53. I. penult. p. 54. L. 2. p. 
68. J. 12. 5. 7 2. J. 5. and p. 74. l. antepenult. (J] Page . line 35. 


p, 28. L. 30, and p, 29. J. antepenult. a * 
NWA ant N 9 (g) States. 
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St. Butolph's Aldgate. 22 
% States-Men Lords, (i) Gentlemen, and (t) 
Lawyers, treated with the utmoſt Scorn and Con- 
tempt, for no other viſible Reaſon, but becauſe 
they deſire to be ſecure in the Poſſeſſion of 
their own, and are therefore willing to put the 
Laws in Execution againſt ſuch Practices as theſe. 
Here we have ( a Thief-Advocate, who acts 
both againſt Rogues and for them; that is, (#1 
he receives ſtolen Goods, and (x) diſpoſes of 
them, both at Home and Abroad, and (o) ſome- 
times to the right Owners. His Buſineſs is to 
teach them how (p) to plead, to (q) encoura 
Cheats, to (7) ſoften the Evidence, (s) to fink 
them, or (7) nail up their Lips, as (% in tis 
Power. This he doth, when the Perſon (as he 
calls it) is (x) active and induſtrious, and to fave 
them from Tranſportation, becauſe he can 
more by their Stay at Home. | He hates (5 
a lazy Rogue (as he calls him) he (“) faves the 
worſt, condemns (z) ſuch as he hath the leaſt 
Profit by; ſuch who diſpoſe (a) of ſtolen Goods 
without his Knowledge, and eſpecially thoſe who 
would live honeſt. He hath () a large Book 
of Accompts before him, and (c) his Daughter 
is a very conſiderable Fortune. The principal 
Actor is (d) the Captain of a Gang of High- 
waymen, with theſe he meets at a Tavern; there 
are eight by Name, and others which are name- 


(e) Page 1. J 12. p. 38. J. 5,12, and 18. (5) Page 6. J. 
11. P. 11. L alt. i) Page 6. 1. 11. p. 15. 4 12. 6 
Page 15. . 22. 5. 16. J 6. þ. 21. J. 11, and p. 31. 1.31, 0 
Page 1. J. ul. (m) Page 16. L Iii. (n) Page 7. L 23. p. 
55. L 24, a p. 57. J. 16. (% Page 14. J. 24, and p. 39. . 
23. 65 Page 2. (g Page 2. 1.1. (r 9 
(:) Page 66. l. penutt. (i) Page 68. 6. U Pageby. 4. 
penult. (x) Page 4. J. 1. (% Page 3. I. penult. ( Page 4 1; 
iz) Page 4. 1.22. (a) Page 4. L 10, and 16. (% Pagt i: 1. 
ic) Page 12. 1, 8. (4) Page 24. | 108 
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24 4A SERMON preached at 
leſs. Here they plead for their Practice, and en. 
courage each other with the utmoſt Encomiums. 
This Actor hath (e) two Wives at a time, at 
leaſt in all outward Appearance. He hath (/ 
eight Whores with him at once in the Tavern, 
and (g) and four Women more follow him with 
a Child a- piece. This is the Reaſon, that (b) Mar. 
riage is ſo frequently ridiculed, as alſo (1) con- 
Jugal Affection in a married State; and Adultery, 
Whoredom, Polygamy, and Intriguing with Wo- 
men are fo frequently pleaded for, both in Proc 
and Verſe, according to the conſtant Practice of 
our modern Comedies. The Captain of the High- 
waymen declares: himſelf a common (4) Whorc- 
monger. For his Robberies he is committed to 
Nezwgate, which for this Reaſon is made (i) a 
Scene on the Stage, and treated as a Jeſt rather 
than a real Puniſhment. Here we have m a 
Dance of ' Priſoners in Chains. Here we have 
6 Plots for Eſcape, drawn up to Perfection for 
the Encouragement of ſuch, who like theſe Courſes. 

ere we have a (e) Scene of Drunkenneſs to 
allay the Fears of an Execution. In this the 


and. Lucy | the Daughter of Lockit, he Keeper of Newgate. 
(f) 7 28. J. 15. (g Page 74. L 12. () Page 7. I. I. 
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the fatal Cord, as rather to be choſen than fome 
eemporal Misfortunes, and at laſt reſolves to die 
Y more like a Martyr than a Malefactor. Af- 
der all this the Villain gets clear, is (5) the prin- 
cipal Hero of the Play, takes to the principal 
Actreſs for his Wife, who ſhew'd her Affection in 
the worſt of Times, and he gives his bare Word, 
that he will be conftant to her, and makes an ho- 
nourable Exit, without any other Sign of Repen- 
tance for, or a Reformation from his former Vil- 
lanies. If then our Priſons are filled with Perſons 
for capital Crimes: If our Roads are infeſted with 
Robbers abroad, and our Streets with others near- 
er home: If Tradeſmen cannot ſtir out for Fear of 
being knock' d down, and their Goods cannot be 
ſafe in their own Shops, it muſt be allowed, that 
the Poets, Actors, and Audience have given the 
greateſt Encouragement to all theſe Misfortunes, 
and have done their utmoſt to ſhock the Autho- 
= rity of the Laws, which are made to reſtrain 
= them, and render the Puniſhments inflifted in thoſe 
Caſes as moſt contemptible. | | 
Since therefore theſe profane and vain bablings 
do (as the Text ſaith) increaſe unto more ungodli- 
neſs, this ſhould exhort all ſuch, who pretend to 
a Senſe of Religion, or Love to their own Souls, 
to avoid them. Such evil communications will cor- 
rupt good manners, and therefore let 1s not be decei- 
ved, You cannot after ſuch a Warning pretend to 
Ignorance, and therefore the Crime muſt be wilful 
and inexcuſable, Ir is univerſally reckoned a Scan- 
dal for any Clergyman to be ſeen in fuch Places; 
and dee that, which is ſcandalous in one Or- 
der, muſt be diſreputable in others. When () St. 


(r) Page 70. I. 17, and p. 71. l. 7. ) Page 75, Scene the 
t. (t) Euſebii Hiforia Ricleiaftica; lib. 3. rap. 28. alias 258 
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26 A SERMON preached at 


John the Apoſtle ' ſaw Cerintbus the Heretick 
in the ſame Bath with him, he immediately with. 
drew himſelf, and adviſed others ſo to'do, leſt the 
N of GOD ſhould overtake them for 

ing in ſuch Company; and certainly we have as 
much [Reaſon to take his Advice, in Relation to 
the Play-Houſe. What Tertullus falſly ſaid of ( 
St. Paul is too true of ſuch Actors, Ve have found 
ſuch Men to be peſtilent Fellows, Nothòy, @ Plague , 
and therefore we ſhould do by them, as we do by 
others, who are afflicted with ſuch. a Diſtemper. 
Now if we are afraid of a Diſeaſe, which will 
only kill the Body; how much more ſhould we 
fear that Contagion,. which, if not prevented, 
will deſtroy both body and ſoul in hell? Let us re- 
member the Charge, which 60D gives us in the 
Text, and not only there, but alſo in other 
Places of Scripture. Thus it is Eph. v. 11, 12. 
Have no fellowſhip with the unfruitful works of dar- 
neſs, but rather. reprove them , For it is à ſhane 
even to ſpeak of thoſe things, which are done of then 
in ſecret. So Prov. xiv. 14. &c. Enter not into the 
path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil 
men. Avoid it, paſs. not by it, turn from it, and 
paſs away ; For they ſieep not, except they have done 
miſchief , and their. ſleep. is taken away, except they 
cauſe ſome to fall. For they eat the bread of violence, 


and \drink_the wine of deceit. And Pſalm. i. 1, 2. 


Bleſſed is the man, that hath not walked in the coun- 


ſel of the ungodly, nor flood in the way of ſinners, 


and bath not ſate in the ſeat of the ſcornful. But 
his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in hi; 
law will be meditate. both day and night. . If theſe 
Places. were- not e they would fall of 
courſe; and, when the Hope of their Gains was 
. Ads xriv. 3. 
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| might betake themſelves to ſome re- 
goo . for.a Livelihood. However, if 
1 Men ſhould be ſo obſtinate and refractory, 
as to take no wholeſome Advice in this Caſe; yet, 
one would think, that ſuch Women, who have any 
Regard to their Reputation, will ſhun thoſe Places. 
One would think, that ſuch filthy Diſcourſe would 
be very affronting in Converſation, and not to be 
endured by any young Lady, who values her Cre- 
dit. And one would think it ſtrange, that ſuch 
Liberties, which they would juſtly reſent in pri- 
vate Converſation, ſhould entertain and pleaſe 
chem on the publick Stage. In ſhort, their Going 


thither ſeems to be no other than Spending their Mo- 


ney to hear themſelves abuſed, and their Modeſty af- 
fronted z and in ſuch a Caſe it is much better to ſtay 
at Home. To ſuppoſe that ſuch can like it, is a 
groſs Reflection on their Virtue; and therefore it 
may rather be hoped, that they will take Care 
not to expoſe themſelves. To fit contentedly and 
hear a Parcel of ſuch lewd, wanton, and ym 
Diſcourſe, both in Proſe and Verſe: To fee ſuc 

Plots and Contrivances carried on both for Whore- 
dom and Adultery without Deteſtation, makes 
the Rakes of the Town think, that theſe are as 
bad as thernſelves, and that it is not a Senſe of 
the Sin, but rather of ſome temporal Inconveni- 
encies, or Want of Opportunity, which reſtrains 
them from Committing the like. This expoſeth 
them to ſuch Addreſſes, which they themſelves 
abhor; and then, being afraid wherever they go, 
chey wiſh too late, that they had never given 

che Occaſion. WY We 


Laſtly, Let us all be exhorted to put up our 


Prayers to GOD, - Firſt, For thoſe who frequent 
ſuch Places, that they may ſee their Error, repent 
of their Sin and Folly, and do ſo no more. If 
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tion, that he would not lay theſe Sins to our Charge, 


we think that there is a GOD? and that bc i; 


31. (4) Rom. i. 32, and i. 1 104% 


28 A SERMON preached at 


neither Sermons nor Advice can prevail ; vet we 1 
know not but our Prayers may reach them, :n Ml 
GOD may have Mercy on them for our Sake 
Secondly, us pray to GOD for the whole Ni. 


but try and ſpare us a little longer. Never was l 
there a greater Occaſion for this than now. Io 


the Creator and Governor of the World and a 
that is therein? Can we (x) think that he will 
be always thus mocked, inſulted, and provoked 
that he will ſuffer his (5) glory to be given il 
another, and his Praiſe to the Devil, his greateſt 
Enemy? and that he will not, at laſt, his 
Reſentment and Indignation? The Prophet 7-- 
remiab ſaith, (⁊) that when ſuch ul and ber- 
rible things are committed in the land, and the people 
love to have it ſo, then GOD, exert his Authori- 
ty. Shall I not wifit for theſe things, ſaith b. 
LORD? And ſhall not my ſoul be avenged an 
ſuch à nation as this * And St. Paul adds, (a) that 
when Men know the judgments of GOD, "that they i 
who commit ſuch things, as Witchcraft and diaboli- 
cal Repreſentatians, are worthy of death, they 
have pleaſure in thoſe that do them, they are moſt 
inexcuſable. They deſp/e the riches of the goodne/s, 
and forbearance, and long ſuffering of GOD, not km. 
ing that his goodneſs ſhould lead them to repentar'. i 
And after their bardneſs and im penitent hurt, 
treaſure up to themſelves wrath agaiuſt» the day 1 il 
wrath, and revelation of the righteous judgment, . 
GOD, who will render to every man according to bi; 
deeds. Theſe old Diſtempers are — 8 


(e G. (% Ie . s. (x) fer. vi. 29, 3 


4 


cured ; 


F. Butolph s Aldgate. 29 
cured 3 and therefore we may dread, that (b) the 
Medicine of his Wrath will be more ſevere at laſt. 
Let us then pray to him, that if the crying Sins 
of this Nation are too great to be winked at, and 
his Patience is provoked ro Fury, yet he would at 
leaſt ſpare who are mnocent, and keep them- 
ſelves pure from the Pallutions of the Age; that 
he would hide them, in particular, under the Hol- 
row. of his Hand, until his Indignation is over- 
paſt, that he would make a (c) Diſtinction be- 
tween the righteous and the wicked, between him that 
ſerveth GOD, and him that ſerveth bim not; that 
he would (d) ſet a mark upon the foreheads of 
them that ſigh, and that ery for all the abominati- 
ons, which are done in the midſt of the Land. That 
if he deals with us as with Sodom, for thoſe Sins in 
which we imitate them; yet that every juſt 
Lot, who is grieved to hear of ſuch Things, may 
be (e) preſerved from the Flames. That if 
he ſhould ſay, (/) Sword, go through the land, to 
cut off from it man and beaſt, and make it deſolate'; 
or if he ſhould cave noiſome Beaſts to paſs through 
it, or viſit us according to his daily Threatenings 
with the Famine or the Peſtilence; yet ſuch Men 
as Noah, Daniel, and Job, who are found in it, 
may deliver their own ſouls by their righteouſneſs. 
And that whenever he 1s pleaſed again to viſit us 
in Mercy, to lift up the light of bis countenance upon 
, and give us peace; the Senſe hereof may work 
ſuch a Reformation in our Hearts, that we may no 
longer be guilty of ſuch Provocations, but we 
may devote ourſelves to his Service, like ſuch as 


(5) Ad pænan tardus Deus eft, ad proemia velux; 
Sed penſare jolet vi graviore morat. 


(c) Mal. n. 1, 18. (4) Ezek. ix. 4, 5,6: (e) 2 Pet. ii 
6, 7, 8, 9. ( Exek. xiv. 12 to 21. Fs * 
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20 A SERMON, Oc. 
are preſerved by him. To conclude, Let us all 


— to GOD to give us his Grace, that we may un 
theſe profane and vain bablings, ſince we find by 
daily and woful Experience, that they do increa/: 
unto more and more ungodlineſs. That we may de- 
light ourſelves in his Commandments, and fay 


with holy David, (g) 1 bate vain thoughts, or them 


that —_— evil Things; but thy law do I love. 
That inſtead of theſe profane, wanton, and un- 


_ godly Songs and Ballads, which are daily coine 


in this Mint of Iniquity, and tend only to the 
Nouriſhing of Vice and Corrupting of Youth, 
we may refreſh our Souls with ſuch Pſalms, di- 
vine Hymns and -» Anthems, and ſuch heavenly 
Hallelujahs, which an Angel may ſing, or a Mar. 
tyr may hear; and which will be fo far from Leav- 
ing aSting of Conſcience behind, that we may repeat 
them with Satisfaction on a Dying-Bed. Such Mu. 


fick as this would revive our Souls in the greateſt 


Affliction; and, whilſt we taſte of ſuch Enjoyment: 
in this World, they will be but as Earneſts of far 
greater, which we ſhall enjoy in the World to 


e) Pal. cxix. 113. 


APPENDIX: 


Suppoſe that it will be urged, in 
Vindication: of the Stage, that 
ſome of the Plays here mention'd 
are of an ancient Date, and are 
now out of Uſe. 

MAS MA. To this it may be anſwered, that 
di if this is true, yet it cannot be ex- 
pected, that every Clergyman, who attacks the 
Profaneneſs and Lewdneſs of the Play-Houſe, 
muſt have read the Stage quite through, or can 
be Judge, what are Acted there, and what are 
not. The Reading of one or two, which are moſt 
trequented, will gwe a Man a Surteit, who hath 
any Senſe of Religion, and by theſe he may eaſily 
gueſs at the reſt. However, this Objection is of 
no Force. Firſt, Becauſe they take the oldeſt 
Plays, which are fitteſt for their Purpoſe. Thus 
the Tragedy of Mackbeth continues in Eſteem ; 
and no viſible Reaſon can be given for it, but 
becauſe the Pleaſures of Witchcraft are ſet forth to 
the greateſt- Advantage, and herein we have a full 
Account of the infallible Fore-knowledge of the 
Devil. + Secondly, Thoſe: Plays, (a) which were 
juitly expoſed by Collier, at the firſt Attack 
upon the Stage, as moſt ſcandalous for Swearing, 


(. Love ſor Love, and Tunbridge- Walks, Oc. 
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Smut, Burleſquing -1 
" other Sorts of- Profarcenchs, e fil! 


and 
to be acted with the ſame Applauſe as formerly. 
To this may be added, that a Book was printed 
in the Year 7 intituled, The Evil and Dango 


ſhewing their natural Tendency 40 d. 
and introduce à general Cann Mol 


0 St lays 
q De, 5 ca { 


by» in pro” two thouſand Inſtances, talen 
from the Plays of the two 


ormer Years, again, 
all the Methods lately uſed for their "Reformation ; 
and ſince this another was printed in the Year 
1719, intituled, A Serious Remomſt rance in Bebal/ 
of the Chriſtian Religion, a the horrid Blaſphe. 
mies and Impieties, which are ſtill uſed in the Eng- 
liſh 'Play-Houſes, to the great Diſhonour of Almig'- 
ty GOD, and in Contempt of the Statutes of ibis 


Realm, Sewing their plain Tendency to-overthrow d ; 


Piety, and * the Intereſt and Honour of tb: 
Devil in the World; from almoſt ſeven thouſand 
Inſtances, taken out of the Plays of the prefent Cen. 
tury, and eſpecially of the fine laft Years, in Def- 
ance of all Methods hitherto: ufed for their Reforms: 
tion. Among others there are t Kern where: 
m the Contents are fully 

Char. 2. he Name of tht” Devil is e 
mentioned on the Stage, ubere Men. are alfo turned 
into Devils, and crowned with Skccoſs. 


Car. LY une n N encerages h 


: the Stage. 10 20% 


CnAP. 4 .- The Devil bonreeby the prone Su. 
ing of the Stage. | Act 053 FO Iettac: 

Car. g. The Devil bone on the profane Cur: 
fing of the * * : 

CHap.'6. Repreſemations/of Las; Worfbir ai 
paid to the Devil on the Stage. 

Car. 7. Tbe Divine Attributes, 


articularly | 


E, Glory, Omnipreſence, Wiſdom, Know: 


led es 


ET ENDIX 2g 


ledge, Power, Goodneſs, Truth and Vengeance, 
aſeribed to the Devil on the Stage. 
Cnaye. 8. The Scriptures perverted to the Honour 
of the Devil. 
. Cay. 9. Religion, Virtue, and the Worſhip of 
GOD viliſted on the Stage. | 
CAP. 10. The Liturgy and the Articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith burleſqued by the Stage. 
CHaP. 11. Virtue expoſed by the Stage. 
Cap. 12. Atheiſm and Profaneneſs promoted by 
the Stage. | 
CHAP. 13. Vice encouraged by the Stage. 
CHAP. 14. The Stage @ declared Enemy 10 all 
Reformation. | 
CHAP. 15. Heaven, the Abode of GOD, expoſed 
on the Stage. = 
f CAP. 16. Hell, the Priſon of the Devils, magni- 
ed on the Stage. 
Char. 17. Other Ways, whereby the Devil is alſo 
vonoured, and his Intereſt directly promoted by the 


Stage. - ; | 
Gas. 18. TheBlefſed GOD treated with Contempt 
upon the Stage. 
CHaP. 19. The Works of Creation and Providence 
M -::p9/2d upon the Stage. 


el CHAP. 20. The Holy Scriptures burleſqued by the 
Lage. | | 
by Neither of theſe Books have yet been anſwered, 
neither hath there been any Method taken for their 
ay Reformation. They wholly act as their Intereſt 
| guides them, without any Reſtraint ; and we too 
1-8 plainly fee, that their Intereſt guides them to pick 
out the worſt. Plays, which were ever acted in all 
Ages and Places. So that whatever hath on 
WH Vfiften upon this Subject, and any Quotation from 
bug any of their Pays & of 3 at this 
N ü n Time, 
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34 APPENDILXE 
Time, and may be alledged againſt their preſent 


Practice. 

Secondly, It is u in their Vindication, That 
they are obliged to make profane Perſons ſpca\ 
and act according to their Character. To this it 
may be anſwered, That this Liberty may be allow. 
ed in every thing, which is not ſinful in it- ſelf, but 
no further. But this hath been formerly and <«- 
fectually anſwered. Collier having expoſed ſom: 
Plays of Congreve for this Reaſon, he makes th. 


Excuſe in print, and urged it as far as it would 


go; to which Collier made a Reply, and ſhewed 
the Weakneſs and Inſufficiency of this Pretence. 
So that they, who urge this Argument, ought 
firſt to anſwer that Book, or otherwiſe it ſtands 2; 
an Anſwer, to all that they ſtill aſſert, But the 
ſtill Inſiſting on this baffled Argument ſhew: 
that ſuch Men will never take an Anſwer, and 
with them there is no arguing. However, nothing 
of this can excuſe the preſent Stage. All thee 
horrid Blaſphemies and the vileſt Expreſſions are 
put into the Mouths of their principal Actors, 
whom they reward at laſt, and crown with Suc- 
ceſs. And this is the utmoſt, which can be done by 
them to promote it in the World. | 

In ſhort, Profaneneſs, though never ſo wel! 
corrected, (b) is not to be endured. It ought to 


be baniſhed without Proviſo or Limitation. No 


Pretence of Character or Puniſhment can excuſe 
it, or any Stage-Diſcipline make it tolerable. 
It is grating to Chriſtian Ears, . diſhonourable to 
the Majeſty of GOD, and dangerous in the Ex- 
ample. And it tends to no Point, unleſs it is to 
wear off the Horror of the Practice, to weaken 
the Force of Conſcience, and to teach the Lan- 


() Colliers Short Vier of the Stage, Page 96. 
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PEN DIX 35 


of Qs Damned. When ſuch Actors are 

e to proſper 1 to their Wiſhes, it is 

much more ſcandalous and provoking, and there 

is hardly any thing, which can exceed it, except 
the Pleading for it. 

Laſtly, It may be urged in Vindication of the 
Tragedy of Mackbeth, that the Conſulting with 
Witches is diſcouraged, becauſe Macibeth himſelf, 
the principal Perſon in the Play, came to an un- 
inp End by Conſulting with t em. 

But to this it may be anſwered, Fir ft, That 
granting this to be true, yet there is no Diſ- 
couragement - of Witchcraft or Magick... The 


ucbes act their Parts ( c) at ſeveral Times, and 


(d) make both their Entrance and their Exit by 


WW fying. They (e) ſin W. they (F) dance, they 


(g) commend their of Living, and ſeem 


do have nothing to diſturb them, and their Cha- 


racter is (H that they have more in them than mor- 
jal Knowledge. 

Bur Secondly, It is not true, that Conſulting with 
Witches is here diſcouraged: For Mackbeth is not 
the only Inſtance in this Caſe. Banquo had his 


Fortune told him, that he ſhould be (i) leſ than 


Mackbeth and greater, and that he ſhould be (4) 
rot ſo happy, yet much happier. The firſt Part 
ot theſe Prophecies was true in himſelf, and the 

other Part in his Poſterity. He was alſo told, 
chat () he ſhould get Kings, but be ſhould never be 
one, n he was ( m) killed when his 


Line 95 
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36 AP PEN D IX 
Son Fleas eſcaped, and (u] eight Kings are ſuppo. 


ſed to be of his Race. 


Mackduff alſo conſults the Witches, and nag 
theſe Anſwers (o): | 


1. Saving thy Blood will 41 5 it to be ſhed. | 
8 1 Few by thee, by tobom thou firſt 1 
5. Thy er ife Wer ane Dangers Danger, 


And fatal be, to whom ſhe uy is kind. 


The firſt 8 chird * theſe were fulfilled, be. 
cauſe N Death of Banquo (p) Matkduff fe 
for England ; his Lady, being afraid to f fe ; 
ſtays behind; keeps (g) herſelf and her Children 
in a ſtrong Caſtle, where they were barbarou!; 
murdered by Mackbeth's Orders. The other 
was fulfilled, when Mackduff killed Mac the, 
ſaying, 1 have a Prophecy, which tells me, I fh 
have his Blood, who firſt ſhed mine. 
Neither doth the Story of Mackbeth any wir i 
diſcourage the Conſulting with Witches, They 
tell him, that he was (g) Thane or Earl of Gli | 
mis. This (t) he knew. That he was («) Tha: 
of Cawdor. This (x) was true, but he did no: 

then know it. And they tell Him, (y) that he 
ſhould be a King, which (x) happened according- 
Ih ly: When they were willing to deceive him 
113 his own Deſtruction, they tell him three 3 
1 cies to make him bold. 

1 a 18 

64 4 0 BY 43. Line 44. | (s) Page 26. this py (8) Pax 
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APPENDIX 37 
The firſt is (a) 


Beware Mackduff, 
Avoiding him, Mackbeth is ſafe enough. 


This was true, for ( Mackduff killed him. 
The ſecond is (c) 


Be bold and bloody, and Man's Hatred ſeorn ; 
Thou ſhalt be hurt by none of Woman born. 


To which Mackduff (d) anſwers, that he 
Was from bis Mother's Womb untimely igt. r 
The laſt is (e) | * 


Mackbeth /ball lite lucky Monarch reign, - 
Tul Birnam-Wood remove to Dunſinain. 


And accordingly (/) the Soldiers carried Boughs 
betore chem. to conceal their Number. 
And certainly, when the Poets make every Tit- 
tle thus fulfilled, they cannot do more to encou- 
rage thoſe. diabolical Conſultations. But if Mack- 
beth was deſtroyed for Conſulting, Witches, it will 
alſo be remember'd, that he gained a Kingdom 
by the ſame Method, and this is a ſufficient Eu- 
couragement. If the Apprehenſions of 
Death will not freighten Men from capital Crimes 
in other Caſes, then certainly it will not in ſuch 
= Caſes as theſe. Beſides, Men are willing to ob- 


(a) Page 43. Line6. (6) Page'59. Line 28. (c) Page 


43. Line g. (4d) Page 59. Line 25. (e] Page 43. Line 
17. VJ Page 55. Line 34- Pp. 57. l. 16 and 28; and p. 59.1. 35. 
| ; tain 
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tain their ambitious Ends, and either look not on 
ſuch diſtant Conſequences, or think to prevent 
them by being fore-warned. If Mackbeth's Ex. 
ample ſignifies any thing, the Moral is this. 4 
Man may gain a 1 by Conſulting with 
Witches; but he is in Danger afterward of Coming 
to an untimely End. But leſt this ſhould be 
Diſcouragement, the Poet takes Care to revive the 
Spirits of thoſe, who might be afraid, and bold!y 
tells the Audience, (g) That 


Thoſe who expect, and do not fear their Doom, 
May hear a Meſſage, tho* from Hell it comes. 


The Prophet 1/aiah tells us, that (Y) his forme, 
Prophecies are come to paſs ; he alſo declares neu 
Things, and tells us of them before they ſpring forth ; 
and (i) he challengeth all the Heathen Idols to 
ſhew the things, that are to come hereafter, that ww: 
may know them to be gods. The Stage roundly an- 
ſwers to this Challenge, and aſcribes it all to the 
more than mortal or infallible Fore-knowledge of 
the Devil, and ſo make his Deluſions, uttered by 
Witches, to vie with thoſe ſacred Oracles, former- 
ly revealed to the Prophets. an 
I have dwelt the longer on this Play, as being 
one molt frequently ated. There are a vaſt Num- 
ber of others, which are more flagrant than this. 
However it is plain, that a ſingle Sentence is of- 
ten catch'd at, and turn'd to excuſe the Poe, 
when the whole Plot and Contrivance lies the con- 
trary Way. But, alas! the Antidote is top weak 
for the Poiſon, or rather in this Caſe is no 


620 Page 31. Line 34. () Ifaiah xlii. 9; and xliv. 24 to vlt 
End. (i) Ifaiah xli. 263 and xlitk.8, 9 ; and xliv. 7, and xlv. 20, 
21. (%) Mackbeth, Page 10. Line 27. . 


Antidote 
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Antidote at all. It ſerves only to lull the Conſci- 
ence aſleep, or gild the Pill, that the Poiſon may 
be ſwallowed without being ſuſpected. 

However, as from this Inſtance it is eaſy to 

ueſs at the reſt; ſo this may lead us into the uſual 
Methods of the Stage-Poets, They repreſent the 
worſt Vices in the beſt Dreſs, and ſometimes make 
a feint Reprefentation to the contrary, as ſuffici- 
ent to atone for all their Enormities With this 
they endeavour to amuſe the World, that Men 
may not think them ſo bad, as they really are. 
Thus they uſually anſwer the Objections, which 
are brought againſt them ; and when they drown 
the World with an overflowing Sea of Profige- 
neſs, they would fain make us believe, that they 
are inoffenſive. | | 
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An A dvartifument in the Gazette of Ofo- 
ber 14, 1729. 


Whitechappel Court- Houſe, OF. 7, 1729. 
Tower-Diviſion. 


Hereas it was publiſt'd in the Coffee-Houſe 
g Morning Poſt, of the 24th of Septem- 
ber laſt, that a Gentleman, well skilled in the 
Management of a Theater, is obtaining Letters 
Patents to erect one in Ayliffe-Street in Goodmans- 
* Fields, by Way of Subſcription, and that the 
* Undertaking meets with a general Approbation. 
And alſo by an Advertiſement publiſhed in the 
* Daily Poſt of the goth of the ſame Month, it 
* appears that only ſeven or eight Perſons have 
applied to the Juſtices againſt Erecting the ſaid 


| © Theater, but that there has been no Meeting 


* about it. Theſe are therefore to certify, _ 
the 


— 


| | bt, | W N 
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« the Erecting the ſaid Theater is ſo far fron 
meeting with a general Approbation, that gros. 
Numbers of Gentlemen and ſubſtantial Mer. 
© chants and Tradeſmen, reſiding in and near th. 
© ſaid. Street, have applied to His Majeſty's. Jul. 
© ces of the Peace, for the Diviſion of the 
© Tower, at ſeveral Meetings appointed for thi: 
« Purpoſe, and ſet. forth to them the evil Cor.{c- 
< quences that will neceſſarily attend the Carrying 
© on ſuch a Deſign. The Juſtices preſent at thoſc 
© Meetings were ſo thoroughly convinced, that 
Erecting the ſaid Theater fo near ſeveral publi- 
© Offices, and the Thames, where ſo much Bub. 
t neſs is negociated, and carried on for the Sup. 
port of Trade and Navigation, will draw away 
6 Ir radeſmens Servants and others from their law. 
ful Callings, and corrupt their Manners, nd 
© alſo occaſion great Numbers of looſe, idle, and | 
< diſorderly Perſons, as Street-Robbers, and com. 
mon Night-Walkers, ſo to infeſt the Streets, that 


1 « it will be very dangerous for His Majeſty's Sub 

4 « jects to pals the ſame, have already ordered C:- 
(1.4 « veats to be enter*d in the proper Offices, to pre. 
Nil vent the Gentlemen obtaining Letters Patents f 
WH 16; Frecting the ſaid Theater, and are reſolved to 
$076 | „ « utmoſt of their Power, to ſhew their Dia; 
12108 © probation of the ſame, by doing every law! 
N, Act they can, to prevent ſo great a Miſchict. 


ny Sign'd by Order, 


. | Sam. e to the Juſtices of the Peace. 
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y 
F | | x and e at their Special and Petty Seffion 
| „ Sab Sager, held for the ſaid Diviſion. 
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